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STALIRISM AND COMMUNISM IN ALBANIA

The followiag article wagc written by one of the pioneers of Communism in
Albania.

Prior to 1941, there was no Communist Party in Albania. There wers
only three groups (the Scutari group; the Youth group, and the Koritea [ Knrce]
group) vhich, vhile procleiming themselves Commurists, vere perpetually querrel-
ing among themeelves. These three groups, through lack of exverience and Markigt-
leninist »ducation, vere incapable o~ determining & suitable political lire.
Each groap acted accarding to ite own 1d.-e and impulges. The major part of
their activity vas made up of pclemic attacks upon the other two opposing groups.

At the end of 1941, with Rursia's ontry inso the war ; the Scuteri end the
Youth groups felt the neel of uniting and launched an appeal to the Koritsa
{the group to which the present president of Albania belcnged. Thia group re-
fuged categorically to join the union.

Bocause the three groups were incapable of uniting themsvlves, and be-
cauge they-saw the USSR which, in their opinion, was the citadel of world Com-
mnism, threatened by Hitlsar's armies, they decided to ask intervention of for-
elgn camradse. In the Albanien province of Eogovo, which was and is under Yugo-
slav domination, ‘were comrades of the Scutxri and Youth groups who were in con-
tact vith the Yugoslav Stalinists, Meladln Popovic and Dusem. The Albanian
c-mredes in Eosovo explained the situetion of the three geoups to the Stalinists
and, with the conaent of the directors of the three groups, invited the Yugoalsv

" Btalinists to Tirana to help form the Albanian Cormunist Perty and end pasc
‘diasension. .

The two. Stalinists were soon eacorted secretly to Tirana and, although
tkey did not have the officiai authorization of the Yugoslav Camunist Farty,
they and thesr proposal were accopted.

-1 -
CLASSIFICATION CONF TIRNTIAL GGNFIEENIIM

STATE HAVY NSRB DISTRIBUTION
ARMY MR FEI [ ] [ T

0862-7

50X1-H
N




., AL R S P SR SRl Vi fonont o i’ BARCREEE

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/07/06 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600250862-7 A

 CONFIDENTIAL

CONFIDENTIAL ‘

50X1-HUM

whbly ylrec proposdl wee vo, call d meeting et which s cértaii nimber of ¥

sach group would adt as representatives. In addition to the Yugoslavs, 16 .
repregontatives of the three groups were prosent st the conference, the miz- o i
sion of which was to found the Albanien Communist Party. "

The remresentatives rresented reports and criticism of work done by their .
own respective groups and, at the same time, criticism of the work dous by the
othexr groupa.

After each raport; self~criticism  and criticiam there was a general dis-
cussion vhich became hsated and degensrated intc persumel attacks., The old
group apirit always eppeared in the course of the dlscusslon.

Wien the dlscussions wers finslly termineted, the Yugoslavs, who had DR
noted tho revolutionary spirit and cunsciocusness of the representatives of ] Ce
the Youth group, took unfeir sdventage of the sincerity end médesty of these ' :
represcntatives to make the following criticleme:

a. The campsign of masg agitation was not as extenelve as 1t should have P o J K
Yosn. 3

b. The group has limited itself essentially to the formation of cadres
cnd to the trenslation of Marxist booke.

Ansstags Lula end Xhapl, hmxllora of the Youth sroup, supported dby several .
e¢lemente of the otner two @oups (like Vazil Santoja), answered thege svaured
criticiems as follows:

o . "We do not claim to have done ail that we should lave done; brt, on the
’ othar hand, you must underatand thot it wae not easy tn dc vhat you suggest.
Tou are not acqusinted with the circumstances, tle conditions, and the cua-

N toms of owr couniry, Just as we' ars ignarant of the same things in your land.
R Comuniam is & doctrine vhich has been imported to Albania. It 1a not &the

: mroduct of the development of the econumic conditions of the society of our
country. The Communiet xOvement here is carried on by intellectuals and espe-
cially by the students in gecondary echools. Albania is & backward egrarian
country with ne industry; we bave no indusirial proletariat and, consequently,
i there 18 no prolstarisn organizaiion, or at least, none wiih an econemic pur-
- pose.

) “Mareover, you should not commit the error of judging the present and
Cev past conditions in the seme light. Tho new conditions make a moctery of the

’ old. Dwring the first days of the occupatiou of our conntry by the fascist
forces, vpen mies agitaticn wae difficult for twe ressona: (J the succesg
of the Nagi-Fascist ev™mles had ceused cur people to lome any hope in the even-
tusl victary of the Alifes; ard (w) &t the beginniug of the occupaiion, faacimm,
to Turther its ends, temporarily improved the economic conditions of the masses.
ConGitions had besn worse uuder ths government of King Zog.

. "In apite of all that, we did our best to reach the masges. We never

- limited ourselves to the formation of cadres and the tracglation of books,
which 1s the accusation of tke Eoritsa group aad an example of the group's
old hate for us. We are not opposed to friendiy criticlsms; far from it, be-
cause the criticiem of our old activity strengthens us and prepares us better
far the future. We ure a Yoyth agrcup, full of enthusiesm but unfortunately
inexperienced. The same can be said for the other twc groips, who, in their
reportes, have oxaggerated their past wark.

MR ]
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"o have never had tne intention or f.rming only cadres, which at a cer- |
tain point in thelr farmation would go cut into the masses with flying flags. . :
There 1s no limitation to the formation of cedress; the Tormation of cadrss A LW
and wark with the maeses are two things which are closely tied foget' w: the ' :
more cadrea we have, the better we can reach the maeses; and couverssly, the

nore ve panetrate into the masses, the mors ouwr cadres grow in rumber and
gtrength.

"Ag @oon as weo hmd finished our studies, we went through the country and
formad study groupe everywhers. Every day the number of these groups incressed.
de formsd theee groups in the interest of our causs snd not for personsl giory.

Now we can reach the masses on & large scale and act diresctly ageinst the famcig*
plague aud its servile functionaries.

"In conclusiocn, what hes been done, has been done, snd cannot be changed. N
Some have done more, others hsve done less. HNow it is & question of being cap- AN
able to do our best as gond Communists.” : i

In apite of these ptatements, which they made not to justify themselves
bat out of reéspact for the truth, they could not understand why the two Yugoslav
gtalinints looked wfavorably upon them, Morsover, when they wished to ask more
detalled explanations cbout the orders and the preposals, the Staliniste becems
angsy ond looksd on then as intellectusla. EBvery time they were at iosa for an
explanaticn, the Stalinists would ues She term "intellectualism” es & clinching
argument.

At the end of the discussion, Meladin asked the Conierence of Albenian Com-
rades Lo permit him to nsme the Cantral Ccmmittee of the Party himaself. The
Albvenians readily agvsed to this, being totally lgnorant of the usual meanceuvres
of the Staliniste. Meladin also asked for the namos of twe or three cundidates
froat each group from whom he would choose the members of the Central Committes.
However, he imposed the condition that the candidates were not to be the Iormsr
directors of the groups since their past diiferonces would tend to hinder the
work of the Party, especlally if new diesugreements should epring up in the inner-
mogt circle of the Ceuntral Committee. The Albanian comrades alsc coneidered thie
argument to be valid.

A few Gays later, the lesders of the Youth group learmed that the Central
Committee had boen fcomed by the leaders of the other groups and a wilitary dirc-
tor from theirs. The Youth group was diseppointed in geeing the evident bad faith
and the manceuvres of Msladin but it made no objection. Actually, the group be-
lieved, since Meladin wes an sxperienced foreign comrade, that he should have their
ceafidence and that he was acting in the interest of the Party. On the other hand,
the members of the Youth group did not waist Neladin to think that they wiehed to
become menbers of the Central Committee at eny cost. The lealers fof the Youth
group vere not seeking posts in the Centrel Committee; their only aim was the 'n-
terest or the Party.

The machinations of Meladin were pecrfectly natural; in his quality as a
Stalinist bureaucrat he could not &ct ttherwise. The cders vhich he hald re-
colved from hls superiocrs were to creete only cligues of credulovc agente, cap-
able of being utilized to the fullest extent by the EKremlin. Meladin realizad
that the lexders of the Youth group, inasmuch they were true Marxist-leninists,
congcicue of tLelr mission, and revolutionlets iu the true zensm of tae word,
congtituted an obstacls to the execution of hie plens.
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Ag soon ey the list of the fighters of the three groups and a8l1 the ‘ Vi ) \ Y
material, euch ag vropagunda books, Lypewriters, money, etc., had bean sent . i
to the Central Committes, one of the Yugoalavs (Dusem) and a member of the ‘

Ventral Committee, hip aspistent, began te form ceils in which the fighters
o* ‘the three groupe were mingled. Becanss they were afraid of the fighters
of the Youth group. they incorporated the. gréatest possible number of sympa- .
thizers of the other groubs in the cel.w, with the 1des of having more votep B A
8% the election or the regional committesa. "These sympathlzers were introduced ey

uader the pretext that there were very faw cafizades who, at that time, had the ]
qualifications to be fighters of the Party. At the same time, to agesure them- L L
selves & majority . they introduced peopls wht ¢ould be persuaded to play & dou- S

hle game. &y ware nok afraid of pecple wha, lacked education and cheracter;
‘ppey've;‘e afyald anly of the Communists. At this stage, howeveér, their fears
wore uhjustified.

PP —

During tite conference of tne delegates who were to elect the Regional Com- RO J
mittee, of Tirana (1941, a fighter of the Youth group protested ageinst this type A PN
of-election, which he called "fascist". Tuis comrade wes indigneat to see that R

the Tugoalavs were asing sudterfuge in order to elect ths cahdidetes of their - R

choice:

It is evident that these fucte &nd othery of leas importance comtrituted e ﬁ
t9 the birth of a growlng dlscontent among the Timhiters of the Youth group. : )

The dissatisfied comrades called on their former leaders, Anastas and Xhepi,

and volced their dfziuatent. These two constently amdvised the comrades not to

come %o them about w.a'ters which concerned only the Party and not individuala.

They advised the comradecs to mee the Tecponsibl. persons in their celle about

all instances of proven mistakes. They also counseled them not to revolt, be-

cause the Party was  oung and mistekes weré naturally inevitsabhle.

Despite the fact thet Anestag and Xhepi haé done their best to calm the
disgatisfied comrades by elwaye speakiug in favor of the Party, Meledin and hig
Central Committees accused these two men of inciting d1saffection. These acrusa-
tiona wounded them deeply because they had had the political coursge to brave
the greatest deangers, not only during the fuscist occupation but also under the
dictatorial regime of King Zog. They had the courage openly to oppose Meladin,
whor they themselves had liberated from a concentration camp and vrought to
Tirana, where they had placed everything in hia hands.

Firet Conflicts

An soon eg Meladin had consolidated hia position in Albania and fermed "
hie owt clique, he c.lled a congress of the Albanien Communist Party for the
purpose of Jucging Anaatae and Xhepi for their being im-uad with factioniaem.
The reeolntion of the congress follows:

"l¢ {4 proved that you two have not yet freed yourselves of fecrionlge %
and, viat 48 roras serious, you have been the majin instigetors of thie prizcip.e i
emong the other comrades of your former group. You must admft that thip ir wr
obstecls or the Party. 1ne congress demands that you confess your errors and
that you make your seif-criticiam.”

Despite the fact that, in addition to Meladin and hia agents of the Central
Committee, there was also present at the congrees an indiviaual, whom 3 months
before Meladin himeelf had accused of being an agent of the Intelligencs Service,
Anagtas and Xhep!l did not protest and allowed the congress to follow 1ts course. ]
The two men made the following answer: .

h -
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"Whem thimgs fo not go as they should In the Party, 1t 1s because there is
gome ohstecle. Wo agres with you that thls obatacle & the old group spirit,

: But you must not coraeider this group spirit uniiaterally. Since we are Marxists,
g : ve Mugt always solve our problems with the help of dlalectic materialiem. TYou
know that there 1s no affect without cause. The group splrit which 1s manifested
by our comrades is the result of the group spirit which exists on an even highes

level among the comradss of the other two groups who are under the guldance of
the Party. The dissppearance of the group spirit in the comrades who are the
leaders would bring ebout the rapld dieappesrance of this gpirit fu ths other
comrades. But, since you have been given the power to Judge ua, and for this
reagon you can not permit us to denounce your own faults, in the intereat of the
Party we can do notlitng but close our eyes. We repeat that the group epirit will
dieappear only when you give proofe of impartislity and justice.”

The congrege adj)ourned after the following statement of Comreds Melagin.

"If the Central Commitiee decldes to strike your names frem the Party rolls
and at the sams time, in conglderstiocn of your gualificetiong as former revolu-
tionaries, it devides to meintain contacts with you, ere you ready to conform to
itg decisgion? On the other lend, weo must warn yov that if 3u adopt & hoatils
sttitude;, the Party will take more severe messures against Fou."

Xven & child tould see that the Central Uommittee of the Albanian Communist
Party vas & mere label and that the real Central Committee was formed by Meladin
and Dusam themselves. BEveryone uuderstands that the members of the Central Com-
mittee were only the agents and sxecutors of Meladin‘s orders.

Anaetas snd Xhepi, alwaye hoping that thinge would improve, could not adopt
a hostile attitude; on the contrary, they egreed to be alvays at the beck and call
of the Party. Iater, while still accepting the collaboration which Meladin had
proposed, they began to fear that uls systwmatic ettacko boded no good. His be-
havior betraysd to them that h> vae not a true Communist. They begen to consider
him ae a clever chauvinistic Serbian who, under the guise of Cowmuniem, wanted to
form & clique to gerve better the interests of his country.

Neverthelese, leaders of the Youth group thought 1t best to leave the
Tsgponsibllity of the coungoquences of this situation to the Central Committee.
They preferrad to show themaslves tolerant rather than to provoke a gcigsion in
the Party. Although they were excluded from the Party, leaders of the Youth
@group performed honeatly and wi ilingly all the tasks which were entrustsd to them.
Unfartunately revoluticnary honesty and conscientiousness irritated the bureaun-
cratic cligue. “The honest comrades and the good revolutioniats, vho vere admired
by the fighters, hed to be nliminsted at all costs. To effect thir, the directors
ordered tnzir egontes to keep close watch on 81l the true Communists =and particularly
On the two comr.des, Anastas and Xhepi. These two men, although they noticed thet
they were ander obeervation, did not protest because they knew that, in the Com-
munist; Party, Party control of comrades is necessary. The thing which 31d gall
%hem wao the usg of people who had not yet had the minimum of Marxist education
end for . ‘s redbon sere unqualified for this task.

But worst of all, ihs Central Coamittee had ordered the ageonte to meke unfavor-
able reports on the ccmrades whom they wers to watch. The contents of many of the
reports are still unknown. The comrades under observation knew tHhat the Communist
principle of Party control represented the desire of the Party to digcover mistakes
and to correct them. However, this Party control should never be for the purpose
of trapping comrades. Unfortunately, in the Albanien Communist Party, the idea »f
enenaring the comrades outweighed the spirit of corrscting the committed exrrors.
Ienin®e theory of Party control from bottom to top wae never even considered hy
the Alvenieu Communist Party.
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If a comrade tried tc criticize in his Cell the wigtakes usdé by a leadér -
of the Perty, he was not only refused the right to make such & criticlem but vas
even attacked by the hed of the cell and called a Xhepist, Trotekylte, saboteur,
ate. Bo, in arder not to he looked upon unfevorably, the comrades no longer dered
to ¢riticize the mistekes which they noticed. Here 1s the criticlem which one of
the cofiredes mede of one of the msmbers of the Negional Vemmittee of Velona.

Ohe evening this committeeman -was being escorted by a band of armed parti-
agang from one village to enothér when he met & group cf fasclet militla. Instead
of showing himgelf worthy of the position which he held in the Farty, e turned
teil ‘and flsd, abendoning his couredes and even hig overcoat.

There wire 6O LANY gimilar cases that 1t is useless to enumerats them.

Eliminating the Opposition

In the face of contiiuel criticlem and logs of ground, the bureaucratic
cligue decided to extricate itgelt from its unfavorable position. The only way
to kéep 1ts ground was to stifle as quickly es possible the revelutionary opposi-
tion, vhich wae #%ill iIn {te infancy. The clique decided to eliminate by mecrel
assagsinations all the Inflexible revolutionaries. Once thie decision wag teken,
the exzécution wes not long delayel. Lule Anamstaes, thy best.know Marxisi.-Leninist
in Albanta, was brutéally assassinated.

Ap soon ap Conrade Difi heari of this assmgsination, he went to Comrade
Yhepl in crder o ‘discuss this event with him and to declde vhai wes to be done.
Difi was the political canmimear of the battelion of Mellaxastra {at this time,
the battalion wes the largest militery unit of the pertieens) and the devotes of
the revoluticnary oprosition.

Lif{ informed Xhepi how the Central Committee hed condemned him, Xhepl, as
well as Anastas to death. He described Anastas' essessinratioh and warned thet
Xhepi was to be secretly killed in the nlgit but would be buried with a great
funeral because of his popularity among the fighters and the people of Valona.

Saying that he realized he was comitting & breach of Party discipline,
Dif1 declared ihat some way must be found to end ths cempaign egainst individuals.
He voiced complete confidence in Xhepl and accused the Central Committee of belug
a mere cligue intent upcn monopolizing Party leadership. For this reason, he mald,
they aimed at exterminating all worthwhile revolutionaries. H appealed to Xhepl
to advise, as an experienced Communist, how the clique's activities coni. be ended.

Xhepi thought that the vest Communist way would be to cell a congreas at
vwhich at least two members of each cell would be present, along with all the
members of the Reglonal Committee of Valona and one or tvwo members of the Central
Committee. (Since Yalona vas one of the most revolutionery centers, 1t wae be-
lieved the first application of the Leninistic principlee of democratic centralis:z
should take plece there. Later, all the other centers would follow its exaample.)
The purpose of thie congress would bc to examine the mistakes and errors which hai
heen committed and to condemn the gvilty. If it developed in the course of the
discugsions that the Regional Comm!ttee of Valona no longer hal the full confidence
of the majority of the comredes, a new Committee would be elected denocratically.

Despite the fact thet 80 percent of the fighters wished the convocation of
this congress, the Committee of Valona and elso the Central Committee were categori-
cally cpposed to it. At first, they pretended to adopt tho 1dea of such a congress
g0 as to gain time and prepare a plan to eliminate the most active and consclentious
comrades.
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As soon ag they hed prepared their plan of terrorism, they secretly mrrested
the volitical comelssar of the Duketi commune. They also organized an ambush ;
‘- to amsassinete Comrade Xkepl, but he escaped death because hls comrades werned R -

. him in tlwe. They also treacherously errested the politicel commissar Xhem1l e

Cakerri end Major Vangjlo of tue battalion of Valona. These two were teken to Ll

a mill to be executed. The political commissar was brutally assaseinated, but
the Majar escaped with oaly a hand wound end took refuge in = viilage, wherse he
vag rocelved in & fr.endly manner by the inhabitents. Memst Shehn {today the
moat. famoua criminel in Alvenia end & Stalinist commanding genersl) went to this
v1lluge and agein arreated Vangjo, telling the villagers that the asmassinsticns
had been comaitted mccidentally by the wecort and that now Vengjo waee going to
be txied by the Party judges. Vangjo wae taken to & house ih the midst of g
forest snd forced to elgn a peper giving commend of the battalion to Memet Shehu.
Vangjo wes kept priecnsr for 3 monthe, until he escaped and Joined his comradse
of the opposition. In the meantime, mssassinetions of the revolutionary opposi-
tion hed been incremaing. Through newspapers and propeagunda, the leadeve tried
to meke 1% appear thet the demand that the congress bs convoked was for the pur- . - Lo
pose of destroying the Party and a conspliracy directed by Zhepi. i R

If the revolutionery oppesiticn had had the intention of plotting, the over-
thrown of the Stalinlst cliaue, as the Stalinists pretended, this womnld have been
inevitahle end eusy, since the latter wae ip. the minority at Velona. But the
comrades of ‘the. révolutionary opposition refnsed to use the terrorist uethods of
the Stalinists and desired to act in the most legal manner in Party affeirs. They
wera mot, and could not be ensmiso f the Pardy, bub the Fullug cligue nad decilded’
to ‘suppress them once and for all hy any means.

It i evident that the Albanian revolutionary opposition hag been the victim
of 1tas seriplec, scruples which permitted the systematic elimination of all the
Tighters vho had declared themsolves in favor of the congress. Ubviously, the
bureaucratic cilque refused to convoke the congrusg because 1t could not Justify
ite actions, pariicularly 1ts deviation from the true Communist line. It was
eagier to gala time by terrorism. If the Stalinlst lorders had besn true revolu-
tionaries, they would not have been so afraid to call the cungress, ~the sole pur-
pose of which was to zorrect past mistakes and to elsct the functionaries of the
Party in a democratic manner.

The Communlsts who hed sucrificed so much to found the Party could not he
tempted to destroy tue work of their owr. hands. The Stalinists were quite aware
of this. The main reason for the Stelinist machinations was the fear of loeing
cantrol of the Party. But, ever if thuy had wished to accept the perfectly
Juztifievle proposition of the revolutionary opposition, they could not since

they wers nit indepeudent. Someone else wac the resl commander in Albania --
Generalispimo Stalin.

Ia eny case, the tragic situetion suffices to demonstrate that Staliniem
kas not only replaced fascism but has surpaseed it in {ts methods as in ite
politica.

&vidently ane cculd nov expect much from the Albanian Communist Party when
other Communist Parties, old Part‘es wish good revolutionary traditions like the
French Communist Party, for a long time have been the gimple tools of the »ureau-
cratic cliquo of the Eremlin. The Albanian Communist movement wag gtili in lts
embryonic atage when it was conteminated by Staliniem. Very few comrades had
even a rudimentery notion of Marxism-Lenintsm. All the others were sympathizers
of a Aentimental plan expounding the justice of Communiam rather then being trained
revolutlonary fighters. Actually, it 1s difficult to become a Communist by decree,
wbich 1s what happened in Albania. Cormuniste ara the products of special ancial
and economic conditions (the struggles of the classes) which hed not reached suf-
fictent maturity in Albenla. The Cormunist Party had not even been in existence
for & year and & half aud the Albenien Communists had not had sufficlent time to
became indoctrinated and to Aevalop.
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CTheladue v Lol pa vl v lay anud)y, ;;ouéao_’u&;-ht-iy, the orgenized clase
etruggle d1d not exist. What is admirable is that the Albanian people, 1n
- epite of the crduous struggle for existence and against the oppression of
" foreign powers, have shown arn imcomparable revolutionery spirit.

After the refusal to convoke the congress and *'“smployment of terrorist
methoie against the revolutlonery oppoeltion, the Stalinist cligue published
a long tract entitled; "Why We Heve Separated From the So-Called Communist
Party," and signed it, "The True Communigt Organizetion.” The purpose of this
tract wae to inform the Tighters of the Perty and the entirs population about
the treachery which was being hatched.

After publication of the tract, the movement of the revolutionary opposition
of Valona was followed by similar movements in other centera of Albania,
particularly in the center of Berati whers the revolutionary fighters Resul,
Mamik, and Fatbardh were the lsaders.

Unfortunately, thess mivemsite wers only of local importence because they
begen st & poriod -when the puresucratic clique hed consoildated its poeition by
its terrorist mnd demagogic msthods. ‘

The Btaliriste next acceed tha revolutionsry opposition of favoring re-
action, The revoluticnaries, howover » Proved by eupporting facte that It wes
She Stalinigte vho vere decelving the masses and Party sympathizers by using
terroriat mothods ageinst comrades who were kuown to all as having besn revoln.-
tionary fighters trom the very beginning. The pesple could not he.p being
alienated from this Party when they witnesged the assamssinations of the best-
known revolutionaries, such &g Anagtas Lula, Neki Hoxha (Vangja), Xhemil Cakerri,
Lazar Fundo, Rezul Tozhari, Mamik Nequemerjs, Xhafer Talam!, Yuelsl Hoxha, Nimet
Hitaa, HaXx! Xhelo, Duro Ienina. Idajet Bolena, Zef JoJje, and s hundred others
wko nad distinguished themseives bty thei. revolutiorary nctivity.

(Lezar Pundo and Hulim Xhelo were the first Comuniast prrpegendiste
in Albania. Lazer Fundo wes aleo & member of the Comintcrn for a long
timo, but he left this when he saw that it had been transforméd in’> a
more lustrument under orders of the Kremlin's buresucraiic cliqgue.

After he had left the Comintern, he denounced Stalin's ireason. To sefe-
gmu'()l the Communist tradition, he propagated Trotgkyist ideas in Albae-
nie.

The people could not help losing confidence in this Yarty when they learned
that & ?ascle coionel in the Ttalien army fired three shote in the air as a sign
of his joy for the assassinations of thase revoluttonary heroee who had been
thorns in the eides of thy fascists ir Albanla.

Fow could %he people help deing horiifled cn learning that {ue most inflexi-
ble ensmles of fagcism and reactlis: hed heen apsrosinated by their cwn Furty and
tbat the ost cherished desires of the fascists were in this way being fmlfilled
by thelr worthy rivals, the Stalinissa? '

As soon ms the Staliniat agenta latervened, tie Albanian Communist movemens
degener-ted. The former vcluntary respect, lnspired by the caurades who had given
outstending proofs of their devotion to the movement,, wag replaced by the forced
idolatry of warthlees persons, of ignarent and vile bourgeols members sucia as
Colonel-@eneral Enver Hoxha and “ompeny.

The majority of the Party's fighters, sympathizers , and the entire Albanian
populaiion percelve more clearly every day the growing degeneration of Communiem,
due to the Stalinist buresucratic clique. The so-czlled people's courts render
greai gervice by pernitting the Albanian people to see more clearly and to under-
stand better the real intentions of the promoters of the new "People‘'s Democracies."
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The cowardly assaesinetions of hundreds of Marxist-Leninigt revolutloneries,

thesrecent dsath sentence of the well-known old' revolutionkry. Hasan Reci, the
imprigomment of the revolutionery Kadri Hoxhe, the -disfavor. of “the 0ld revolu- b

tionary Sejfuile Maleghova, the socidl:ahd sconomic Iriveleges. of the bureau- ‘

cratic caste, and above &ll, the oppresslon of. the people by the-dictatarghip

67 & ‘single clique, sre <the most outatanding features of the betrayal of the
Albaniun Communist movement,

Hasan Recl was condemried 10 death three times for heing & Com-
munist: by the govermment of King Zug, by the Pagcimi occupatlon
fordes, end for The third time by the Sialinigts,

Zadrl Hoxha, ope of ths moet devotsd revolutionary fighters,
did . mueh for the Cémmuniet cause.

8sjfulla Maléshova, o picieer of Albanian Communism, spent s
large part:of hig 1life outnlds of Albenia trying o coardinate the .
Albanian movement wiih thet of other countries. Fer s long tlue - !
he wag profespor. of ‘materisalistic philosophy-at the University of ’

‘Moscov.

- Bow-ths queetiol'arisee whathar the Albanian peopls will remaln sternally
'pasBlvs and conalder thig state of affairs as ‘an incurable malady:  No, never!
Having seen vwith their own eyes the betraysl of their ideal as ' well ag that ‘of
the thousand o' 0f eemr'ddes killed for thig 1deal, they will sventiaily sl0p. ke
crimes of the Bialiniste and under” the bamner of the Fourth Comaunist Inter..
national vill follow the road towsrd the enfranchigement of human soclety and

tovard Socialiem.

After this article was written, an important crisis develeped in tho
Albanian Communiet Party as a result of the Yugoslavy affair. Five meabers
of the Politburo have been callad on tho carpet. Two of them, Minister of
the Interior Koci Xoxe, and Pandi Erigto, have lost Party membership and gov-
ermment position and have Juined the wnderground oppoaition.

It 18 certmin tkat this crisis will help the Albanlan revoluticnaries

free thi/ssclves of the Stalinigt dcmination vhich, as pas been seen above,
has had a disaetrous effect on the young Communist movement.

~-END -
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